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Hermann Berens

Berittelsen om Hermann Berens liv och verksamhet visar i det lilla vilken betydelse
forbindelserna med tyskt musikliv under lang tid hade for musikodlingen i Sverige.
Atskilliga musiker rérde sig mellan linderna — och man kan till och med tinka sig att
tyskan var ett fullt gdngbart sprik i Stockholms centrala musikkretsar.

Hermann Berens foddes 1826 i Hamburg. Han fick sin inledande musikutbildning
av fadern Carl Berens, flojtist och tonsittare, som fick sin huvudsakliga bargning
som militdr musikledare. Hermann Berens maste ha utvecklats till en skicklig pianist
redan i unga ar, eftersom han vid 19 ars alder gjorde vida turnéer med den italienska
operasangerska Marietta Alboni.

Den ambulerande tillvaron som pianist bor ha fortsatt, dven om killorna tiger. 21
ar gammal kom han hur som helst till Stockholm med en pianokvintett med idel
tyska medlemmar. Ensemblen gjorde ett begrinsat antal framtridanden, innan den
splittrades.

Hermann Berens anstilldes ganska snart som musikalisk informator pa Falkend
siteri, sydvist om Orebro. Dir undervisade han familjens tre dottrar — den ildsta
dottern, Mathilda, skulle bli hans hustru. Fran informatorstjinsten i Falkend var det
inte langt till Orebro, dir han 1849 fick tjansten som regementets musikaliske ledare,
siledes samma slags arbete som fadern hade. I Orebro deltog den unge pianisten och
gode singaren ocksa livligt i stadens musikliv.

1860 flyttade Berens med sin familj till Stockholm, dir han anlitades som kapell-
mistare vid Mindre teatern. Det uppdraget innebar ocksa att forse uppsittningarna
med musik. Han fick ddrutover uppdraget att leda elevorkestern vid Musikaliska
akademiens undervisningsverk, det som senare blev Musikkonservatoriet. Senare blev
han ldrare i komposition och instrument, utnimnd till professor 1868. 1863 blev han
kapellmistare vid Dramatiska teatern.

Hermann Berens musikaliska produktion 4r bide omfattande och varierad. En
stor del av verken skrevs infor bestimda framforandetillfillen: kammarmusik in-
for salongskvillar, skadespelsmusik infor teaterpremiirer. Eftersom han fick ménga
verk publicerade, kan man ocksa tinka sig att forliggare bestillde musik av Berens.
Merparten av hans produktion skrevs dirfor med ivriga anvindare vintande utanfor
dorren.

Verken vittnar om en tekniskt kunnig upphovsman med goda insikter i tidens
musikaliska sprak. Fastin han levde storre delen av sitt liv i Sverige, har hans musik
knappast svensk eller nordisk firg, utan ir i stillet starkt anknuten till uppvixtens
musikmiljoer. Hans férmdga att anpassa sina kompositioner efter den aktuella genren
maste ocksid nimnas som kinnetecken.

Han avled i Stockholm 1880.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande musikarv



Gesellschafts-Quartette

Fyrhindig pianomusik utgjorde ett gingse inslag i 1800-talets vardagsrum och
salonger — en umgingesform lika mycket som ett musikaliskt medium. I sina Ge-
sellschafts-Quartette fran 1850- och 1860-talen kombinerade Hermann Berens detta
hemmusicerandets fyrhindiga piano med en violin och en cello till en ensemble som
kan betraktas som en pianotrio med extra fyllig pianostimma. Det rér sig alltsd om
kvartetter dir fyra musiker spelar pd tre instrument. Benimningen “Gesellschafts-
Quartett” for denna verktyp, som tycks sakna savil foregingare som efterfoljare,
torde vara Berens egen uppfinning. P4 svenska anvinds ibland oversittningen “sill-
skapskvartetter”, en term som fanns i svensk press dven pa Berens tid.

Sidttningen for fyrhindigt piano, violin och cello dr ovanlig men forekom under
1800-talet stundom i salongsstycken och arrangemang av symfonier. I Berens fall
r6r det sig om storskaliga sonatkompositioner, formmassigt i linje med Beethovens,
Schuberts och Mendelssohns fyrsatsiga pianotrior. Stilistiskt anknyter musiken till
den samtida kretsen av Leipzig-tonsittare. Dir finns drag som kan uppfattas som
Mendelssohn- eller Schumann-artade, framforallt i de tre senare kvartetterna.

Gesellschafts-Quartett nr 1

Berens var 25 ar gammal da Gesellschafts-Quartett nr 1 annonserades till forsiljning i
januari 1852. Han hade da vistats i Sverige i lite drygt fyra ar. Kompositionen ir till-
dgnad assessor N.G. Dahlgren som var engagerad i kulturlivet i Orebro dir tonsitta-
ren var bosatt under mer in ett decennium. Det 4r den mest klassicistiskt utformade
av de fyra kvartetterna. Det dr ocksd den enda som har en menuett som tredje sats —
ett bakatblickande snarare 4n ett progressivt val av den unge konstniren.

I musiken finns enhetlighet och konsekvens. Huvud- och sidotemat i det inledande
allegrot dr besliktade genom att de delar en rytmisk cell (punkterad fjardedel + tre
dttondelar) samt konturen av en treklang (t. 1 och t. 48). Rorelserikeningen dr dock
omvind: I det forsta fallet utmejslar tonerna en bruten treklang uppat, i det andra en
treklang i nedatgdende rorelse.

© Martin Edin, Levande musikarv



Kritisk kommentar
Erstes Gesellschafts-Quartett, op. 23

Den tryckta utgdvan av "Verlag von Aug. Cranz in Hamburg” utgor verkets enda killa.
Den ir publicerad under 1800-talets mitt (1850-60?) och omfattar stimmorna. Utifrén
dessa har partituret samlats och utarbetats for denna nyutgiva. Aterstillningstecken,
staccato, dynamik och legatobdge har rittats och tillagts efter modell. I den fjirde satsen
har 6verflodiga dynamiktecken och korstecken borttagits. Nedan listas de stillen som
kriver extra kommentarer.

Sats 1: Allegro

Aug. Cranz | Lev. Musikarv

Takt Stimma (1850-60?) Kommentar
Samma rytm i frasens avslut
20 Violino I I som temats frasering och
— — som 1 plano primo 1 samma
takt.

Violinens neditgdende
rorelse har hir fitt en annan
frasering in i tidigare fraser
och 1 piano primo i samma
22 Violino J I takt (4.4 4 4). Nyutgivan
respekterar det och
musikerna far sjilva
bestimma hur det ska
spelas.

Thopbalkade dttondelar
29 Primo Jd 7] SEPRPP sdsom Gvriga stimmor 1

samma takt.

Samma rytmgruppering som
Violino 1434 d4 1Jddda 1 tidigare gruppering och

frasering, samt som cellon.

174,
178

Sats 3: Menuetto-Trio

Takt Stimma ?;ISgS O(_Z;'g?)z Lev. Musikarv Kommentar
Den andra tonen i taktens
123 Secondo E D andra triol: tonhéjd D 1
stillet for E (sdsom 1 takt
115).




Taktens sista ittondel 1
hégerhanden: tonhéjderna

124 Primo C-E E-G E-G i stillet for C-E (som
vinsterhanden och sisom i
takt 116).
Sats 4: Allegro commodo
Takt Stimma P(ngs O(_I;‘g;l)z Lev. Musikarv Kommentar
44 Primo Yoa da Yod da Lfagatobige tillagodi :
— vinsterhanden pd motivet.
Attondel ersatt med
243 Secondo ) . fjirdedel 1 vinsterhanden
(sdsom 1 takt 139).
967 . Legatobdge forlingd over
968 Violoncello PR Q] hela motivet (sisom
violinen 1 samma takter).
306-7, Primo - > Accenter fortydligade for
310-11 > bida hinder.
- i | T T AclceTt tillag:i pa d.et arjdr.a
ioloncello : N pulsslaget (sdsom 1 de dvriga
stimmorna).




Hermann Berens

The story of Hermann Berens’ life and career amounts to a microcosm of the long-
lasting importance of German connections for Swedish music. A fair number of mu-
sicians moved back and forth between the two countries, and German may actually
have been a perfectly viable lingua franca with Stockholm’s inner music circles.

Hermann Berens was born in Hamburg in 1826. He received his first music
education at the hands of his father, Carl Berens, flautist and composer, who worked
mainly as a military director of music. Hermann Berens must have developed into
a skilful pianist in early years, because at the tender age of 19 he went on extensive
concert tours with the Italian opera singer Marietta Alboni.

His ambulatory existence as a pianist probably continued, even though the sources
tell us nothing about it. Be this as it may, at the age of 21 he arrived in Stockholm
together with an all-German piano quintet which gave a limited number of perfor-
mances before splitting up.

Hermann Berens was quite soon taken on as music tutor at Falkena Siteri, a mano-
rial estate to the southwest of Orebro, where he taught the three daughters of the fa-
mily, the eldest of whom, Matilda, later became his wife. From the Falkena tutorship
it was but a short step to Orebro, where in 1849 he was appointed regimental director
of music — following in his father’s footsteps. The young pianist, who was also blessed
with a good singing voice, played a very active part in the town’s music-making,.

In 1860 Berens and his family moved to Stockholm, where he was engaged as
orchestral conductor at the theatre Mindre teatern. His duties included the writing
of incidental music. In addition, he was given charge of the student orchestra at the
educational institution of the Royal Swedish Academy of Music, later to become the
Royal Conservatory of Music. He eventually became a composition and instrumental
teacher, and in 1868 was made a professor. In 1863 he became principal conductor at
the Royal Opera.

The music output of Hermann Berens is both copious and varied. Many of his
compositions were occasional pieces: chamber music for salon soirées, incidental
music for theatrical first nights. Given that many of his works were published, he may
well have received commissions from music publishers. Most of his output, therefore,
was written with keen users eagerly waiting at the door.

The compositions testify to a technically proficient author with a good insight into
the musical language of his time. Even though most of his life was spent in Sweden,
his music can hardly be ascribed a Swedish or Nordic tinge, but is instead closely
tied to the musical environments of his formative years. His capacity for adapting his
compositions to the relevant genre is another characteristic deserving of mention.

Hermann Berens was elected to membership of the Royal Swedish Academy of
Music in 1864. He died in Stockholm in 1880.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande musikarv
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Gesellschafts-Quartette

Piano duets were a staple ingredient of the drawing rooms and salons of the 19th
century — as much a form of social life as a musical medium. In his Gesellschafts-
Quartette, written in the 1850s and 1860s, Hermann Berens combined this domestic
piano duet with a violin and a cello, forming what could be termed a piano trio with
a reinforced piano part. Here, then, we have quartets with four players on three in-
struments. The name ‘Gesellschafts-Quartett’ as applied to this type of composition,
which seems to have neither precursors nor successors, was probably coined by Berens
himself. In Swedish, this is sometimes rendered as ‘sillskapskvartetter’, a term also
current in the Swedish press in Berens” day.

The combination of piano duet, violin and cello is unusual but in the 19th century
sometimes occurred in drawing room pieces and arrangements of symphonies. In
Berens’ case we are looking at large-scale sonata compositions, similar in form to the
piano trios in four movements by Beethoven, Schubert and Mendelssohn. Stylistically
this music relates to the contemporary circle of Leipzig composers, and the three later
quartets especially have what can be perceived as touches of Mendelssohn or Schu-
mann.

Gesellschafts-Quartett no. 1
Berens was 25 years old when Gesellschafts-Quartett no. 1 was released in January
1852. He had then been living in Sweden for just over four years. The composition is
dedicated to Assessor (puisne judge) N. G. Dahlgren, a leading light in the cultural
life of Orebro, where the composer lived for more than a decade. This is the most
classically cast of the four quartets, and the only one having a minuet as its third mo-
vement — a retrospective rather than a progressive choice by the young artist.

This music has both unity and consistency. The main and secondary themes of the
introductory allegro are related in that they share a rhythmic cell (dotted crotchet
+ three quavers) and the contour of a triad (bars 1 and 48), but they are in contrary
motion: in the first instance the notes carve a broken ascending triad, while in the
second we have a descending triad.

© Martin Edin, Levande musikarv
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