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Johan Fredrik Berwald

Johan Fredrik Berwald (1787-1861) tillhorde en ursprungligen nordtysk slikt som
kom att fa stor betydelse for svenskt musikliv under en stor del av 1800-talet. Manga
medlemmar var mangsidigt verksamma, dirtill rorliga — tva forhallanden som kan
forklara sliktens bidrag till musiklivets utveckling. Johan Fredrik Berwalds verksam-
het som violinist, dirigent och tonsittare hade just dessa kinnetecken, liksom hans
mer kinde kusin Franz Berwalds.

Johan Fredrik Berwald fick tidig skolning i musiken genom fadern Georg Johann
Abraham Berwald, som var fagottist och violinist i Hovkapellet. Redan vid sex ars al-
der borjade han framtrida som violinist. Tillsammans med fadern gjorde han omfat-
tande konsertturnéer, framfor allt utanfor Sverige. Pa flera platser kunde unge Johan
Fredrik Berwald ta lektioner i violinspel och kontrapunkt av framstiende ldrare.
Hans turnéer kan dirfor beskrivas som bade forsorjnings- och bildningsresor.

Sin forsta anstillning som violinist fick Johan Fredrik Berwald i det kejserliga
kapellet i S:t Petersburg 1808, en plats och en stad som han limnade 1812. 1814
anstilldes han som violinist i Hovkapellet och blev dess konsertmistare 1816. Under
dren 1822-49 verkade han som hovkapellmistare — sammantaget en ling period med
denna ledande orkester. 1822—-48 dirigerade han Harmoniska sillskapets orkester
som tillsammans med sillskapets kor regelbundet framforde oratorier.

Johan Fredrik Berwald gifte sig 1817 med operasingerskan Mathilda Cohn. Paret
fick tre dottrar som alla blev singerskor. Familjen gjorde konsertturnéer som piminde
om dem som familjefadern sjilv genomférde under uppvixten.

Johan Fredrik Berwald bérjade komponera redan i unga ar. Tidigt skrev han musik
i manga former — kammarmusik, verk for orkester, men ocksa sceniska verk som han
skulle komma att dgna sig forhéillandevis mycket at.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande musikarv



Johan Fredrik Berwald

Johan Fredrik Berwald (1787-1861) came of an originally North German family
which was to play a prominent part in Swedish music for much of the 19th century.
Many of its members were both versatile and mobile, which can account for the
family’s contribution to musical development. Johan Fredrik Berwald’s activity as
violinist, conductor and composer was a case in point, just as with his more famous
cousin Franz Berwald.

Johan Fredrik Berwald began learning music at an early age under his father,
Georg Johann Abraham Berwald, who was a bassoonist and violinist in the Royal
Court Orchestra, and Johan Fredrik began making public appearances as a violinist
at the tender age of six. He and his father went on long concert tours together, mainly
outside Sweden. In several places the young Johan Fredrik Berwald was able to take
violin and counterpoint lessons from eminent teachers, and so his concert tours were
both a source of livelihood and a means of education.

Johan Fredrik Berwald’s first appointment as resident violinist was with the Impe-
rial Orchestra in St Petersburg in 1808. He left both court and city in 1812. In 1814
he was taken on as a violinist with the Royal Court Orchestra in Sweden, becoming
its leader in 1816. He stayed with this eminent orchestra for many years, serving bet-
ween 1822 and 1849 as its chief conductor. Between 1822 and 1848 he conducted the
Harmonic Society orchestra, which gave regular oratorio performances together with
the Society’s chorus.

In 1817 Johan Fredrik Berwald married the opera singer Mathilda Cohn. They had
three daughters, all of whom became singers. The family undertook concert tours
reminiscent of those the girls” father had himself been on during his early years.

Johan Fredrik Berwald started composing when he was quite young. From an early
stage he wrote music in many different forms — chamber music, orchestral works but
also incidental music, a genre in which he was to be relatively prolific.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande musikarv
Transl. Roger Tanner



Kritisk kommentar

Killmaterial
Utgavan grundar sig pa stimmor (St) i autograf.

De exemplar som anvints som forlaga aterfinns hos Musik- och teaterbiblioteket 1 Stockholm.
P4 titelsidan stir det: ”Qvartett/f6r/2 Violiner Alt Basso/af/] F Berwald”.

Kommentarer

Sats I, Allegro

TAKT  |INSTR. ANM.

18 vl I-II, vla  |tillagt £ ia m vc

19 vl I /1St ersatt med p, jfr t.16-17

23 vl 1 c3 1 St dndrat i utg. till b2

23 vla tillagt fpa gess islag 1,1a m vc; jfr .21

57 vl 1 h1 i St 1:a slaget dndrat i utg. till b1

73-74 tutti nyans saknas troligtvis i St — edit. forslag: p .73 och cresc. t.74 - jfr t.16-19,
29-32,100-103, 122-126

82 vl I-1T ptillagtiamvla

95 vl a2 1 St dndrat i utg. till ass2

107 vl 1 decresc. chiuso tillagd i a m 6vr. instr. (liten accent f6ljd av decresc.)

131-132 |vl1I 1 St star p pa slag 3 och stacc pa 8-del

141 vl p tillagt 1 a m Ovr. instr.

142 vl 5:e 8-del, fiss2 i St dndrat i utg. till £2,1a m t.46

Sats 11, Menunetto. Allegro

14

vl 1, ve

[fersattmed fiamvll

14-15

vl 1, vc

stacc. tillagt 1 a m vla

Sats 111, Adagio cantabile

14

vll

tillagt legato och stacciam t.13

Sats IV, Polonoise
St. violin I saknar nyanser.

1 vl 11, vla stacc. pa slag 2-3 i a m vc — tillagt varje gang det férekommer
13 vl I 1 St stacc. pa tre 8-delar - borttaget i a m Gvr. instr.

40 vl 1 St 2:a 16-del dess2 dndrat i utg. till d2

51 tutti artikulation och legatobagar enligt St

80 vl 1St 1:a 16-del {2 dndrat i utg, till e2

© Cristian Marina, Levande musikarv




