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Personer/Cast

Beskrivningen av rollfigurerna dr himtad frn rollistan i librettot. Stimligena ir angivna utifrin det tryckta
klaverutdraget (T).

The description of the characters is taken from the cast list in the libretto. The voice types

indicated are based on the printed piano score (T).

OLAV HARALDSSON, kallad Digre, norsk konung/called Digre, king of Norway hdg baryton/high baritone
Hans hirdskalder/his poets

GISSUR VITE bas/bass
TORMOD KOLBRUNARSKALD baryton/ baritone
TORFINN MUNN tenor

FINN ARNESSON, hans héovitsman i slaget vid Stiklestad/his captain at the battle of Stiklestad bas/bass

TORE HUND, bondehirens anforare i slaget vid Stiklestad/leader of the peasant army at the battle of Stiklestad
bas (baryton)/bass (baritone)

UNN HALLBRANDSDOTTER, inka efter Sunvis Bjarm pa Gillé/widow of Sunvis Bjarm of Gills alt/alto

ARNLJOT, deras son/their son . baryton/ baritone
OSTMUND, gode pi Froson i Jamtland/chief of Fréson in Jimtland bas/bass

GUNHILD, hans dotter/his daughter sopran/soprano

gift med/married to

GUDFAST GRIMSSON, herse i Hakos/commander in Hakos baryton/ baritone
SIGVALD GRIMSSON, hans broder/his brother bas (baryton)/bass (baritone)
TORAR, lagman pé Fréson/lawman on Fréson bas/bass

jamtska hersar/commanders from Jimtland

SIGURD i Slandrom/in Slandrom tenor

BARD i Bricka/in Bricka hoég baryton/high baritone
HEMING i As /in As bas (baryton)/bass (baritone)
6 jamtar/men from Jimtland 2 tenorer/tenors, 2 barytoner/baritones, 2 basar/basses

rinsmin i Jimtland, bréder/robbers in Jimtland, brothers

GOKA-TORE baryton/ baritone
AFLO-FASTE bas/bass

UBMA, lapsk trollkarl (nid)/Sami shaman tenor

VAINO, lappflicka/a Sami girl sopran/soprano

Jamtska och norska hévdingar och bénder. Lurblasare. Unns och Gunhilds tjinstekvinnor. Tingstjdnare.
Kung Olavs hirdmin och hirmin, m.fl./ Chiefs and peasants from Jamtland and Norway. Horn players.
Unn’s and Gunhild’s maidservants. Bailiffs. King Olav’s courtiers and soldiers, etc.

Damkor/Female choir: S.S.A. Manskér/Male choir: T.T.B.B.

De sex jamtarna saknas i rollférteckningarna i sdvil librettot som det tryckea klaverutdraget. De finns dock med
i uppstillningen pa titelsidan i autografpartituret med angivande av dnskade stimligen./ The six men from
Jimtland are missing from the cast lists in both the libretto and the printed piano score. However, they are
included on the title page of the autograph score with an indication of the preferred voice types.
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Akt II1

Vid Stiklestad

(Vid Stiklestad den 29 juli 1030. Syn 6ver Vardalen. Till vinster, férgrunden, en kulle med bjérkar och stenar;
till héger spridda bjorkar. I bakgrunden dngar och skogsbackar sluttande &t vinster. Tidig férmiddagsbelysning.)
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Olav

Olav

Olav

Olav

(P4 kullen vilar konung Olav i griset, omgiven av sina skalder, Gissur, Tormod och Torfinn samt hirdmin.
P4 marken nedanfér ses spridda grupper av hirmin, somliga liggande, andra stdende, kommande eller gdende.
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(Kungshirens rop vixer plotsligt 1 styrka och nirmar sig. Tore Hund ger tecken med sitt svird, bénderna uppstimma sitt
hirskri och storma 6ver scenen. De métas av kungshiren lings hgra scensidan. Starkt vapengny och vilda rop fylla luften.
Bonderna vika, striden flyttar sig 6ver till vinstra sidan och vidare ut. Lingst fram i férgrunden kimpar konungen, omgiven
av skoldborgen i vilken Arnljot gar frimst under mirket; efter honom Géka-Tore, Aflo-Faste och skalderna. Sksldborgen
rikar 1 nigon oordning. Tv& bénder rusa fram och anfalla konungen. Arnljot, som oemotstidndligt huggit sig fram genom
fienderna, har kommit lingt fére. Han vinder sig om, uppticker konungens fara, skyndar till och sirar bdda angriparna till
ddds med sitt spjut och sitt svird. I detsamma triffas han av en pil 1 brostet och slipper spjutet for att gripa 4t hjirtat.)
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Wilhelm Peterson-Berger

Wilhelm Peterson-Bergers girning ir inte ldtt att sammanfatta: tonsittare, mu-
sikkritiker och —skriftstillare, operaregissor och librettoforfattare, versittare
och idealistisk filosof. Till svarigheterna bidrar ocksd att hans girning bildar en
odelbar helhet — Peterson-Berger var en idédriven personlighet som ville verka i
enlighet med sina idéer, men ocksd fora ut dem i musik och skrift. Han var pa
sin tid en av landets mest omtalade musikpersoner, dir hans egna musikaliska
verk bidrog till hans rykte, men 4nda stod efter hans engagerade musikkritik
som grund till hans ryktbarhet.

Wilhelm Peterson-Berger foddes 1867 i Ullanger (mellan Hirnésand och
Ornskoldsvik) av forildrar med dalslindsk hirstamning. Han hade tidigt
drommen om att bli tonsittare. Peterson-Berger studerade vid Musikkonserva-
toriet i Stockholm 1886—89, fortsatte med studier i Dresden 1889—90. Ater i
Sverige var han musikldrare i Umea och ledare for stadens musiksillskap 1890—
92. Han atervinde till Dresden, dir han undervisade i musikimnen 1892—-94.
1896 blev han musikkritiker i Dagens Nybeter, vilket fram till 1930 skulle bli
hans fasta syssla vid sidan av komponerandet. Efter sin kritikertid flyttade han
for gott till Sommarhagen pd Froson, dir han redan 1914 latit bygga sig ett hus
av niarmast skulpturalt slag. Nir dagskritikens snabba rytm inte lingre pres-
sade honom, kunde han mer koncentrerat skriva annat, men ocksi komponera.
Wilhelm Peterson-Berger avled i sitt jimtlindska hem 1942, 75 ar gammal.

Tonsittaren Wilhelm Peterson-Berger limnade efter sig en bade stor och
varierad produktion. Hans verk i stérre format (de fem symfonierna Baneret,
Sunnanfird, Same dtnam, Holmia och Solitudo samt de fem musikdramatiska
verken Ran, Arnljot, Lyckan, Domedagsprofeterna och Adils och Elisiv) r starke
priglade av hans kulturfilosofiska tinkande och var dirfor viktiga manifes-
tationer frin Peterson-Bergers sida. I Wagners anda skrev han sjilv operatex-
terna. Men paradoxalt nog har nigra av hans smirre verk fatt storst spridning,
pianostycken som samlingen Frasoblomster och kérsinger som ”Stemning”
och "Killebukken”. Som singtonsittare férenade Peterson-Berger sitt skickliga
melodiskapande med en mirkbar kinsla for texters kvaliteter. Resultatet blev
solosanger som tillhor de allra mest uppskattade.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande musikarv

Arnljot

Arnljot har blivit den i sirklass mest framgangsrika av Peterson-Bergers operor.
Fran premiiren pd Kungliga Operan i Stockholm den 13 april 1910 fram till
1960 spelades verket vid 83 fullstindiga f6restillningar, vartill kommer nagra
tillfdllen, da delar av operan framfordes. Detta gor Arnljot till en av de mest
spelade svenska operorna genom tiderna. Efter 1960 har dock endast delar av
verket framforts, senast 2010 i samband med 100-drsminnet av urpremiiren.
Verket bygger pa historiska hindelser, dir slaget vid Stiklestad négra mil
nordost om Trondheim 29 juli 1030 stir i centrum. Olof (Olav) Haraldsson,
som forsokte aterta makten i Norge efter ett par ar i exil, férlorade dd mot en
bondehir och blev dddad. Om detta berittar Snorre Sturlasson i Olav den
heliges saga, som ingar som en del i hans stora historiska verk Heimskringla.



Dir berittas ocksd om jaimten Arnljot, som anmalt sig som frivillig i Olavs
hir, som kristnades efter att tidigare enbart trott pé sin egen kraft och styrka
och som sedan sarades dodligt i slaget. Flera av de dvriga personer som ingar i
operan har sina motsvarigheter i Snorres berittelse.

Under 1800-talet med dess vurm f6r dldre nordisk historia tillkom flera
litterdra verk, dir Arnljot 4r huvudperson. 1870 skrev Bjornstjerne Bjornson
verseposet Arnljot Gelline (tillnamnet syftar pa Arnljots hemort Gillo ca 5
mil sydost om Ostersund), och 1896 utkom Victor Hugo Wickstroms roman
Arnliot Gillina. Wickstrém var ansvarig utgivare for Jimtlandsposten frin
1886, och man far anta att han bade fangade upp och kanaliserade ett starkt
lokalt intresse for Arnljotfiguren, som vid denna tid tycks ha haft en pataglig
plats i det allminna medvetandet i Jimtland. IOGT-logen i Gill6 hette
salunda Arnliot Gillina (eller med en annan spraklig form Arnliot Gelliner),
och i Jimtlandsposten kan man ldsa flera artiklar och notiser som behandlar
Arnljotgestalten och de historiska hindelserna i Jimtland vid hans tid. En vink
om namnets spridning kan vi ocksa fa nir vi ldser om ett cykelmirke och en
prisbelont tjur som bida bar Arnljots namn.

Wickstroms roman ir ett rent skonlitterdrt verk, en fritt gestaltad berittelse
om Arnljots liv frin uppvixten i Gill och fram till slaget vid Stiklestad.
Werner von Heidenstam 4gnade Arnljot Gelline ett kapitel i Svenskarna och
deras hovdingar, del 1 (1908). Aven detta ir en fritt komponerad berittelse.

Arnljotgestalten var alltsd allméint bekant vid tiden runt sekelskiftet 1900,
och Peterson-Bergers stora intresse for Jimtland och jimtlindsk kultur
paverkade sikert ocksa dmnesvalet f6r operan. Precis som i sin forsta opera,
Ran, och senare i Domedagsprofeterna och Adils och Elisiv valde Peterson-
Berger att skriva texten sjilv. I en radiointervju 7 juli 1937, publicerad 9 juli
i Ostersunds-Posten, berittar tonsittaren om verkets tillkomst. Han kom
i kontakt med Bjornsons Arnljot Gelline vintern 1887-1888. "Den gjorde
emellertid ej som helhet nagot sirskilt starke intryck pa mig; endast vissa scener
och framfor allt sjilva huvudgestalten fastnade i mitt minne och stannade dir,
churu omedvetet. Under tiden diktade och komponerade jag andra verk.”

Enligt intervjun bérjade han arbeta med Arnljot ndr Ran var firdigskriven,
d.v.s. varen 1899.

Men redan fran nyaret 1897 finns beldgg for att processen var iging. Den
2 januari 1897 kunde Sundsvalls-Posten i en notis meddela "att direktor
Peterson-Berger efter afslutandet af sin opera Ran pabérjat en ny opera
LArnliot Gellyne® till hvilken han f6r nirvarande skrifver libretton.” Denna
notis dtergavs tva dagar senare i Jimtlandsposten, da verket omnimndes
som “Arnliot Gillina”, alltsi med den ansvarige utgivaren/romanférfattaren
Wickstroms stavning.

Som forberedelse ldste Peterson-Berger Snorre Sturlassons saga och
fotvandrade hela vigen fran Milardalen till Stiklestad, samma vig som Olav
Haraldsson vandrat fran exilen i Ryssland till nederlaget mot bondehiren.

Forst nir Ran haft premidr i maj 1903 kom emellertid arbetet iging pa
allvar. Enligt intervjun ordnade P--B. stoffet pd hosten samma ar, skrev synopsis
vintern 1904 och dialogen senare under aret. I borjan av 1909 var musiken
firdigkomponerad, och forst i januari 1910, nir det var ungefir fyra minader
kvar till premiiren, var orkestreringen fullbordad och hela partituret utskrivet.

Aven om P-B. i intervjun talar om tillfilligheter och plétsligt uppdykande
mojligheter under dessa ar verkar, betraktad i efterhand, lanseringen av verket



mycket malmedveten.

1906 utkom texten for forsta gangen i tryck. Verket hade di fatt
underrubriken "Handling i tre akter” och tillignades "Mina vinner bland
jimtarna’. Samma ar publicerades ”Arnljots hilsningssing® for baryton och
piano.

1907 foretog Peterson-Berger tillsammans med skidespelerskan Maria
Schildknecht en mindre turné, dir hela texten reciterades och tonsittaren
spelade firdigkomponerade delar ur musiken. Vid négra av férestillningarna
medverkade dven singaren Goran Lindstedt.

1908 framfordes forsta akten som taldrama i det fria pd Froson av
amatorskddespelare med P-B. sjilv som regissor. Jimtlands filtjdgarregementes
musikkédr medverkade med musikinslag.

1909 utgavs klaverutdrag till Vainos singer och tre singnummer f6r baryton
("Arnljots hilsningssang®, "Arnljots kirlekssing® ur andra akten och "Tormods
kvad“ ur tredje akten) samt fem orkesteravsnitt ur operan i sittning for piano.

Dirmed var marken beredd for premiidren den 13 april 1910 pa Kungliga
Teatern (nuvarande Kungliga Operan) i Stockholm. Tonsittaren-textforfattaren
regisserade, Hjalmar Meissner dirigerade, och i huvudrollerna medverkade
som Arnljot Frithiof Strémberg, som Unn Julia Jahnke, som Gunhild Julia
Claussen, som Vaino Anna Oscédr och som Konung Olav Martin Oscir.
Mottagandet blev gott, och kritiken var huvudsakligen mycket positiv. Speciellt
andra akten prisades for dess vildmarksstimningar och det 6msint tecknade
portrittet av sameflickan Vaino, men man patalade dven en del longérer, i
synnerhet i tredje akten. Redan samma ar spelades stycket ytterligare 13 ganger.

Lanseringen av verket fortsatte. Sommaren 1913 gavs hela verket som
taldrama pa Fr6son och pé andra orter i Jimtland av Otto Arnolds och Arvid
Englinds teatersillskap. Skadespelaren Hugo Bjérne gjorde Arnljots roll, och
Filtjagarregementets musikkar svarade for de orkestrala resurserna.

P4 hosten samma ar framférdes verket pd Malmo teater i, som det
omnimdes, “melodramatisk form”. Man far anta, att det var ungefir samma
typ av framstillning som vid sommarférestillningarna med i huvudsak
talad dialog men med nagra sjungna musiknummer och med underliggande
orkesterbeledsagning. Aven hir gestaltades Arnljots roll av Hugo Bjorne.
Richard Henneberg dirigerade "det forstirkta teaterkapellet”. Samma ar, 1913,
tryckees klaverutdraget.

1914 aterkom Arnold och Englind med sitt sillkap till Frosén. Denna
ging spelade en ensemble ur Hovkapellet under ledning av Orion Ostman.
Musikinslagen var enligt forhandsannonseringen betydligt fler 4n féregaende ar.
Man gjorde ocksa en lingre turné detta ar och besokte da dven Norge.

1927 gjordes en filmversion av Arnljor. Greta Berthels skrev texten, och
Theodor Berthels regisserade. An en ging gestaltade Hugo Bjorne Arnljots roll.
Filmen var en stumfilm, men vid urpremiiren, som igde rum i Ostersund, och
vid premidren i Stockholm spelades musik som Peterson-Berger stillt samman
ur operan.

Det tryckta klaverutdraget fran 1913 forsdgs med bade svensk och tysk text
som en beredskap for framforanden utomlands, och dven librettot trycktes i en
tysksprakig version. I nigra pressnotiser frin 1910- och 1920-talet framgar det
att det fanns planer att sitta upp Arnljor bade i Tyskland och USA, men négot
beligg for att nagot utlandsframférande verkligen 4gt rum har inte gatt att finna.

Diremot kunde tankarna pa utomhusforestillningar pa Froson pa nytt



realiseras 1935. Liksom 1908 framférdes verket som taldrama med musikinslag,
med amatdrskadespelare i rollerna och med P-B. sjilv som regissor. Direfter
har den spelats pd samma plats varje dr med ett uppehall 1940-44 med
anledning av andra virldskriget (och Peterson-Bergers bortging 1942).

De redan vid premidren 1910 patalade longorerna i verket ledde till att
man under aren genomférde olika strykningar for att koncentrera handlingen
och korta speltiden. Det fanns dven en ganska allmént uttalad kritik mot
orkestreringen av verket (liksom mot Peterson-Bergers instrumentationskonst
over huvud taget). 1948 gav Peterson-Bergerstiftelsen forfattaren Ivan Oljelund
och tonsittaren och dirigenten Stig Rybrant i uppdrag att géra en bearbetning
av operan, ca 30 minuter nerkortad och med reviderad orkestrering. Frin 1949
framfordes Arnljor i denna nya version, och resultatet finns dokumenterat i
form av en inspelning frin 1960 med Sixten Ehrling som dirigent och Sigurd
Bjorling som Arnljot. I den medféljande skivtexten finns en ganska utférlig
redogorelse (ursprungligen publicerad i Musikrevy i maj 1949) for hur Rybrant
gatt tillvdga. Instrumentationen 4r bitvis ganska radikalt férindrad, korsatserna
ar kraftigt forenklade, och utéver de lingre sprangen har enstaka takter lagts till
eller tagits bort pd nagra stillen.

I dag far man nog betrakta Oljelunds och Rybrants bearbetning av verket
som en parentes. Vid de konserter pd senare ar, dir delar av verket framforts,
har ater Peterson-Bergers originalversion anvints. Detta har inneburit
att man dirigerat frin autografpartituret och spelat frin de handskrivna
orkesterstimmorna frin 1910. Detta kan inte ha varit helt oproblematiskt,
eftersom det finns ett flertal diskrepanser mellan partitur och stimmor och
dven mellan partituret och det tryckea klaverutdraget. Syftet med foreliggande
utgava har dirfor varit ate pa killkritisk grund skapa ett komplett, spelbart
uppforandematerial av Peterson-Bergers originalversion.

© Finn Rosengren, Levande musikarv



Wilhelm Peterson-Berger

Wilhelm Peterson-Berger is a hard man to define: composer, music critic and
author, opera director and librettist, translator and idealist philosopher. To
compound matters, his achievements go to make up an indivisible whole —
Peterson-Berger was driven by ideas and sought not only to work in accordance
with them but also to express them in his music and writings. He was one of
the country’s most talked-about music personages of his time, with a reputation
that rested not only on his compositions but also, and primarily, on his dedica-
tion to the art of music criticism.

Wilhelm Peterson-Berger was born in 1867 in Ullanger (between Hirnésand
and Ornsksldsvik) to parents of Dalsland extraction, and had dreamed of being
a composer from a young age. He studied at the Royal Conservatory of Music
in Stockholm from 1886 to 1889, continuing his studies in Dresden from 1889
to 1890. Back in Sweden, he became a music teacher in Ume3 and head of the
town’s music society, a position he held until 1892, when he returned to Dres-
den to teach music for two years. In 1896 he became a music critic for Dagens
Nybeter, which would remain his main permanent occupation alongside com-
posing until 1930. On retiring as a critic he moved for good to Sommarhagen
on Froson, where he had had a house built of almost sculptural design back in
1914. When the fast pace of the daily critic no longer suited him, he was able
to concentrate on other kinds of writing as well as composing. Wilhelm Peter-
son-Berger died in his Jimtland home in 1942 at the age of 75.

The composer Wilhelm Peterson-Berger left behind a large and varied cata-
logue. His grander-scale works (the five symphonies Baneret, Sunnanfird, Same
dtnam, Holmia and Solitudo and the five music dramas Ran, Arnljot, Lyckan,
Domedagsprofeterna and Adils och Elisiv) are profoundly informed by his cultur-
al philosophy and were therefore important manifestations on his part. In true
Wagnerian spirit he wrote his own librettos. Paradoxically, however, some of his
minor works are his most widely known, including piano pieces such as the col-
lection Frasoblomster and choral songs such as ‘Stemning’ and ‘Killebukken’. As
a vocal composer, Peterson-Berger unified his melodic skills with a remarkable
feel for textual quality to produce solo songs that are amongst the most popular

of all.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande musikarv
Transl. Neil Betteridge

Arnljot

Arnljot has become by far the most successful of Peterson-Berger’s operas. From
the premiere at Kungliga Operan (the Royal Opera) in Stockholm on April 13,
1910 until 1960, the work was performed in eighty-three complete performan-
ces in addition to several occasions when parts of the opera were performed.
This makes Arnljot one of the most performed Swedish operas of all time. After
1960, however, only parts of the work have been performed.

The work is based on historical events, focusing on the battle of Stiklestad
a few miles northeast of Trondheim, Norway on July 29, 1030. Olof (Olav)
Haraldsson was killed in battle with a peasant army while attempting to regain



power in Norway following a couple of years in exile. Snorre Sturlasson descri-
bes this event in Olav the Saint’s saga, which is part of his great historical work
Heimskringla. It also tells the story of Arnljot from the region of Jimtland,

who joined Olav’s army as a volunteer. Arnljot converted to Christianity after
previously believing only in his own power and strength — he was then mortally
wounded in the battle. Several other characters included in the opera have their
counterparts in Sturlasson’s telling.

During the nineteenth century, with its fixation on older Nordic history,
several literary works were written with Arnljot as the main character. In 1870,
Bjornstjerne Bjornson wrote the epic poem Arnljot Gelline (the nickname refers
to Arnljot’s hometown Gills about fifty kilometers southeast of Ostersund).
And in 1896 Victor Hugo Wickstrom’s novel Arnliot Gillina was published.
Wickstrom was the publisher responsible for the newspaper, Jimtlandsposten,
beginning in 1886, and it can be assumed that he both captured and channeled
a strong local interest in the Arnljot figure, who at the time seems to have had
a significant place in the public consciousness in Jimtland. The International
Order of Good Templars (IOGT) lodge in Gillo was thus called Arnliot Gil-
lina (or with another linguistic form Arnliot Gelliner), and in Jimtlandsposten
you can read several articles and notices that deal with the Arnljot figure and
the historical events in Jimtland during his time. We can also get a hint as to
the popularity of his name when we read about a bicycle brand and an award-
winning bull that both bore Arnljot’s name.

Wickstrom’s novel is a purely fictional work, a freely portrayed story about
Arnljot’s life, from his childhood in Gill6 up to the battle of Stiklestad. Werner
von Heidenstam devoted a chapter to Arnljot Gelline in Svenskarna och deras
hovdingar (The Swedes and Their Leaders), part 1 (1908). This too is a freely
formulated story.

Thus, the figure of Arnljot was generally well known around 1900, and
Peterson-Berger’s great interest in Jimtland and its culture probably also had an
influence on the choice of subject for the opera. Just as in his first opera, Ran,
and later in Domedagsprofeterna and Adils och Elisiv, Peterson-Berger chose to
write the text himself. In a radio interview on July 7, 1937 and published on
the July 9 in Ostersunds-Posten, the composer tells about the work’s origins. He
came into contact with Bjernson’s Arnljot Gelline in the winter of 1887-1888.
‘However, as a whole, it did not make a particularly strong impression on me;
only certain scenes and above all the main character himself fastened in my
memory and stayed there, albeit unconsciously. In the meantime, I wrote and
composed other works.

According to the interview, he started working with ‘Arnljot’ after he finis-
hed writing Ran in the spring of 1899. However, there is evidence that the pro-
cess was already underway from the beginning of 1897. In a notice on January
2, 1897, Sundsvalls-Posten was able to announce ‘that director Peterson-Berger,
after finishing his opera Ran, has begun a new opera ‘Arnliot Gellyne’ to which
he is currently writing the libretto.” This notice was reproduced two days later
in Jimtlandsposten, when the work was mentioned as Arnliot Gillina), using
the spelling of the responsible publisher, the novelist Wickstrom.

In preparation, Peterson-Berger read Snorre Sturlasson’s saga and walked all
the way from Milardalen to Stiklestad, the same road that Olav Haraldsson
walked after his exile in Russia to his defeat against the peasant army. However,
it was not until Ran premiered in May 1903 that work began in earnest. Accor-



ding to the interview, Peterson-Berger organised the material in the autumn of
the same year, wrote the synopsis in the winter of 1904 and the dialogue later
in the year. At the beginning of 1909 composition of the music was finished,
and it wasn’t until January 1910, about three months before the premiere, that
the orchestration was completed and the entire score written out.

Even though Peterson-Berger speaks in the interview about coincidences
and suddenly emerging opportunities during these years, viewed in retrospect,
it seems the launch of the work was very purposeful. In 1906 the printed text
was released for the first time. The work had then been given the subheading
‘Handling i tre akter’ (a story in three acts) and was dedicated to ‘Mina vinner
bland jimtarna’ (My friends among the people of Jimtland). In the same year,
‘Arnljot’s greeting song’ for baritone and piano was published.

In 1907, Peterson-Berger, together with the actress Maria Schildknech,
undertook a small tour, in which the entire text was recited and the composer
played already-composed parts from the music. The singer Géran Lindstedt
also participated in several of these performances.

In 1908, the first act was performed as a spoken drama by amateur actors in
the open air on the island Froson, with Peterson-Berger himself as the director.
Jamtland’s Ranger Regiment’s music corps contributed musical elements.

In 1909, piano excerpts were published for Vaino’s songs and three song
numbers for baritone (‘Arnljot’s greeting song’, ‘Arnljot’s love song’” from the
second act and “Tormod’s kvad’ (Tormod’s ballad) from the third act) and five
orchestral sections from the opera set for piano. Thus, the ground was pre-
pared for the premiere on April 13, 1910 at the Kungliga Teatern (the Royal
Theater — now the Royal Opera) in Stockholm. The composer-author directed
the performance, with Hjalmar Meissner conducting. In the leading roles,
Frithiof Stromberg appeared as Arnljot, Julia Jahnke as Unn, Julia Claussen as
Gunhild, Anna Oscdr as Vaino and Martin Oscdr as King Olav. It was well-
received, and the critique was mainly very positive. The second act in particular
was praised for its wilderness-like moods and the tenderly drawn portrait of the
Sami girl, Vaino, but some long, boring passages were also criticised, especially
in the third act. Within that same year, the piece was performed thirteen more
times.

The launching of the work continued. In the summer of 1913, the entire
work was given as a spoken drama on Froson and in other places in Jimtland
by the theatre company of Otto Arnold and Arvid Englind. The actor, Hugo
Bjorne, played the role of Arnljot, and the Jimtland’s Ranger Regiment’s music
corps was responsible for the orchestral resources.

In the autumn of the same year, the work was performed at Malmo Theater
in, as it was noted, ‘melodramatic form’. One has to assume that it was simi-
lar to the type of presentations during the summer performances with mainly
spoken dialogue but with a few sung musical numbers and with underlying or-
chestral accompaniment. Here, too, Arnljot’s role was played by Hugo Bjérne.
Richard Henneberg conducted ‘the reinforced theatre orchestra’. The same year,
1913, the piano reduction was printed.

In 1914, Arnold and Englind returned with their company to Froson. This
time an ensemble from the Hovkapellet (the Royal Court Orchestra) played
under the direction of Orion Ostman. According to the pre-announcement,
the number of musical offerings was significantly higher than the previous year.
They also did a longer tour that year, including a visit to Norway.



In 1927, a film version of Arnljor was made with text written by Greta
Berthels, and under the direction of Theodor Berthels. Once again, Hugo
Bjorne portrayed Arnljot’s role. The film was a silent film, but at the world pre-
miere, which took place in Ostersund — as well as at the premiere in Stockholm
— music was performed, which Peterson-Berger compiled from the opera.

The printed piano reduction from 1913 was provided with both Swedish and
German texts in readiness for performances abroad, and the libretto was also
printed in a German-language version. In some press releases from the 1910s
and 1920s, it appears that there were plans to produce Arnljot in both Germany
and the United States, but there is no evidence that any foreign performance
actually occurred.

On the other hand, plans for outdoor performances on Froson were realised
again in 1935. As in 1908, the work was performed as a spoken drama with
musical elements, using amateur actors in the roles and with Peterson-Berger
himself as director. Since then, it has been played at the same venue every year
— with a break during the period 1940-1944. According to a notice in the daily
paper Dagens Nybeter on 29 May 1945, this break was due mainly to the access
roads to the performance location being too inadequate to accommodate the
number of vehicles needed to transport the sizeable audience there. Additio-
nally, Peterson-Berger passed away in December 1942.

The long, boring passages already pointed out from the premiere in 1910, led
to various cuts over the years in order to concentrate the action and shorten the
performance time. There was also a fairly general critique of the orchestration
of the work (as well as of Peterson-Berger’s orchestral artistry in general). In
1948, the Peterson-Berger Foundation commissioned the author, Ivan Oljelund,
and the composer and conductor, Stig Rybrant, to create an adaptation of the
opera, to be shortened by about 30 minutes and with a revised orchestration.
From 1949, Arnljot was performed in this new version, and the result is docu-
mented in the form of a recording from 1960 with Sixten Ehrling as conduc-
tor and Sigurd Bjorling as Arnljot. The accompanying liner notes contain a
fairly detailed account (originally published in Musikrevy in May 1949) of how
Rybrant proceeded. The instrumentation has, in places, been quite radically
changed, the choral sections have been greatly simplified, and aside from the
longer cuts, an occasional measure has been added or removed.

Today, one can probably consider the reworking of the opera by Oljelund
and Rybrant as a parenthesis. At concerts in recent years, where parts of the
work have been performed, Peterson-Berger’s original version has once again
been used. This has meant conducting the opera from the autograph score and
playing from the handwritten orchestral parts from 1910. This could not have
been completely unproblematic, as there are several discrepancies between the
score and the parts and also between the score and the version in the piano
vocal score. The purpose of the present edition has therefore been to create,
on a source-critical basis, a complete, playable performance piece of Peterson-
Berger’s original version.

© Finn Rosengren, Levande Musikarv
Trans. Jill Ann Johnson





